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FLA 

To Flaunt, v. ft. 

i: To make a fluttering fliow in apparel. 

With ivy canopy’d, and interwove 
With flaunting honeyfuckle. . Milton. 

Thefe courtiers of applaufe deny themfelves things conve¬ 
nient to 'flaunt it out, being frequently enough fain to immo¬ 
late their own defires to their vanity. Boyle. 

Here, attir’d beyond our purfe, we go. 

For ufelefs ornament and flaunting fhow : 

We take on truft, in purple robes to fhine. 

And poor, are yet ambitious to be fine. Dryden’s Juvenal. 
You fot, you loiter about alehoufes, or flaunt about the 
ftreets in your new-gilt chariot, never minding me nor your 
numerous family. Arbuthnot's Hiflory of John Bull. 

2. To be hung with fomething loofe and flying. This feems 
not to be proper. 

Fortune in men has fome fmall difr rence made; 

On cflaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade. Popes EJfays. 
Flaunt . n. f. Any thing loofe and airy. 

How would he look to fee his work fo noble. 

Wildly bound up, what would he fay ! or how 

Should I in thefe my borrow’d flaunts behold 

The fternnefs of his prefence ! Shakefp. Winter’s Tale. 

FLAVOUR, n. f 

1. Power of plcafing the tafte. 

They have a certain flavour , at their firft appearance, from 
feVeral accidental circumftances, which they may lofe, if not 
taken early. Addflon s Spectator , ij.S8. 

2. Sweetnefs to the fmell; odour; fragrance. 

Myrtle, orange, and the blufliing rofe, ' 1 

With bending heaps, fo nigh their bloom difclofe, > 

Each feems to fmell the flavour which the other blows. Dry. ) 
Fla'vourous. adj. [from flavour.'] 

1. Delightful to the palate. 

Sweet grapes degen’rate there, and fruits declin d 
From their firft flav’rous tafte, renounce their kind. Dryden. 

2. Fragrant; odorous. 

FLAW. n.f. [(pA«oi, to break; ploh, Saxon, a fragment; 
flauw*, Dutch j broken in mind.] 

1. A crack or breach in any thing. 

This heart {hall break into a thoufand flaws. 

Or ere I weep. Shakejpeare’s King Lear. 

Wool, new-fhorn, being laid cafually upon a veflel of ver- 
iuice, after fome time had drunk up a great part of the ver¬ 
juice, though the veflel were whole, without any flaw, and 
had not the bunghole open. Bacon's Natural Hiflory. 

We found it exceeding difficult to keep out the air from 
netting in at any imperceptible hole or flaw. 

•A flaw is in thy ill-bak’d veflel found ; 

»Tis hollow, and returns a jarring found. 

As if great Atlas, from his height, 

Should fink beneath his heavenly weight; 

And with a mighty flaw the flaming wall, as once it {hall, 
Should gape immenfe, and, rufifing down, o’er whelm this 
nether ball. Dryden. 

Whether the nymph fhall break Diana’s law, 

Or fome frail China-jar receive a flaw. Pope. 

He that would keep his houfe in repair, muft attend every 
little breach or flaw, and fupply it immediately, elfe time 
alone will bring all to ruin. Swift. 

2. A fault; defedf. 

Yet certain though it be, it hath flaws ; for that the fcri- 
veners and brokers do value unfound men to ferve their own 

turn. Bacon ’ s E Jf a y s ’ 

Traditions were a proof alone. 

Could we be certain fuch they were, fo known: 

But fince fome flaws in long defcents may be. 

They make not truth, but probability. Dryden. 

And laid her dowry out in law. 

To null her jointure with a flaw. Hudibras, p. iii. c. i. 

Their judgment has found a flaw in what the generality 
of mankind admires. Addiflons Spectator. 

So many flaws had this vow in its firft conception. Atteib. 

3. A fudden guft; a violent blaft. [from flo, Latin.] 

Being incens’d, he’s flint; 

As humourous as Winter, and as fudden 

As flaws congealed in the fpring of day. Sbakefl. Hen. IV. 

Oh, that that earth, which kept the world in awe, 
Should patch a wall, t’ expel the Winter’s flaw. Shah. Ham. 

As a huge filh, laid 

Near to the cold weed-gathering Ihore, is with a north flaw 
Shoots back ; fo, fent againft the ground, [fraid, 

Was foil’d Eurialus. Chapman's Iliads. 

Burfting their brazen dungeon, arm’d with ice, 

And fnow, and hail, and ftormy guft, and flaw , 

Boreas, and Caecias, and Argeftes loud, 

And Thrafcias rend the woods, and feas upturn. Milton. 
I heard the rack, 

As earth and fky would mingle; but myfelf 

Was diftant; and thefe flaws, though mortals fear them, 

As dangerous to the pillar’d frame of heav’n, 

Or to the earth’s dark bafts underneath. 

Are to the main inconfiderable. Miltons Paradifle Lofl. 


Boyle. 
Dryden’s Perfl. 


FLA 

if. A tumult; a tempeftuous uproar. 

And this fell tempeft (hall not ceafe to rage* 

Until the golden circuit on my head 
Do calm the fury of this madbrain’d flaw. Shak. Hen. VI 4 
The fort’s revolted to the emperor. 

The gates are open’d, the portcullis drawn. 

And deluges of armies from the town 
Came pouring in : I heard the mighty flaw ; 

When firft it broke, the crowding enligns faw 
Which choak’d the paffage. Dryden’s Aurengzebe. 

5. A fudden commotion of mind. 

Oh thefe flaws and ftarts; 

Impoftors to true fear, would become 
A woman’s ftory at a Winter’s fire. Shakefleare’s Macbeth. 

To Flaw. v. a. [from the noun.] 

i; To break; to crack; to damage with fiffure. 

But his flaiv’d heart, 

Alack, too weak the conflict to fupport; 

? Twixt two extremes of paflion, joy and grief, 

Burft fmilingly. Shahefpeare’ s King Lear, 

The cup was flawed with fuch a multitude of little cracks, 
that it looks like a white, not like a cryftalline cup. Boyle. 

The brazen cauldrons with the frofts ar c flaw’d. 

The garment ftifF with ice, at hearths is thaw’d. Dryden. 

2. To break; to violate. Out of ufe. 

France hath flaivd the league, and hath attach’d 
Our merchants goods. Shakejpeare’s Henry VIIL 

Fla'wless. adj. [from flaw.] Without cracks 5 without de- 
feels. 

A ftar of the firft magnitude, which the more high, mor& 
vaft, and more flawlefs, (bines only bright enough to make 
itfelf confpicuous. Boyle on Colours. 

Flawn. n.f [plena, Saxon; flan, French ; vlaeye, Dutch.] 
A fort of cuftard; a pie baked in a difh. Dili. 

To Fla'wter. v. a. To ferape or pare a (kin. Ainfivorth. 

Fla'wy. adj. [from flaiv.] Full of flaws. 

FLAX. n.f. [pleax, plex, Saxon; vlas, Dutch.] 

1. The fibrous plant of which the fineft thread is made. 

The leaves, for the moft part, grow alternately on branches: 
the cup of the flower confifts of one leaf, is tubulous, and 
divided into five parts at the top : the flower confifts of five 
leaves, which expand in form of a clove-gilliflower : the ova¬ 
ry, which rifes from the centre of the flowercup, becomes an 
almoft globular fruit, which is generally pointed, and com- 
pofed of many cells, in which are lodged many plain fmooth 
feeds, which are blunt at one end, and generally (harp at the 
other. The fpecies are fix. The firft fort is that which is 
cultivated for ufe in divers parts of Europe, and is reckoned an 
excellent commodity. It (hould be cultivated. Miller* 

2. The fibres of flax cleanfed and combed for the fpinner. 

I’ll fetch fome flax, and whites of eggs, 

T’ apply to’s bleeding face. Shakejpcares King Lear . 

Then on the rock a fcanty meafure place 
Of vital flax, and turn’d the wheel apace, 

And turning fung. Dn den’s Ovid , b. viii. 

Fla'xcomb. n.f. [flax and comb.] The inftrument with 
which the fibres of flax are cleanfed from the brittle parts. 

Fla'xdresser. n.f. [fax and drefs.] He that prepares flax 
for the fpinner. 

Fla'xen. adj . [from flax.] 

1. Made of flax. 

The matron, at her nightly talk, 

With penfive labour draws the faxen thread. Thorrf. Winter. 
The beft materials for making ligatures are the flaxen thread 
that (hoemakers ufe. Sharp’s Surgery. 

2. Fair, long and flowing, as if made of flax. 

I bought a fine flaxen long wig, that coft me thirty guineas. 

Addifon’s Guardian, N°. 97* 

Fla'xweed. n.f. A plant. 

To FLAY. v.a. [adflaa, Iflandick; /^,Dani(h; vlaen,D^] 

1. To ftrip of the (kin. 

I muft have fuffered famine, been eaten with wild beads, or 
have fallen into the hands of the Spaniards, and been flayed 
alive. Raleigh’s ApGttgj* 

While the old levitical hierarchy continued, it was part of 
the minifterial office to flay the Sacrifices. South. 

Then give command the Sacrifice to hade ; 

Let the flay’d victims in the plains be caft; 

And Sacred vows, and myftick fong, apply’d 

To grifly Pluto and his gloomy bride. Rapes Odyfjcy , b. x. 

2. To take off the (kin or Surface of any thing. 

They flay their (kin from oft' them, break their bones, and 
chop them in pieces. Mac. in- 3- 

Neither (hould that odious cuftom be allowed of cutting 
feraws, which is flaying off the green furface ot the ground, 
to cover their cabins, or make up their ditches Swift- 

Fla'yer. n.f. [from flay.] He that (trips off the lkin of any 

^ A 

FLEA. n. f. [plea, Saxon ; vloye , Dutch ; Jleach , Scottifh.] 
fmall red infe£t remarkable for its -agility in leaping, whn 1 
fucks the blood of larger animals. 

While wormwood hath feed, get a handful or twain, 

To Save againft March to make pea to refrain : 

Wh 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langu 





F L E 

Where chamber is fweeped, and wormwood is drown, 

No flea for his life date abide to be known. Tuff. Hujband 

Fleas breed principally of draw or mats, where there hath 
been a little ntoifture. Bacon’s Natural Hiflory. 

A valiant flea, that dares eat his breakfaft on the lip of a 
lion. Shakefp care’s Henry V • 

To Flea. v. a. [from the noun.] To clean from fleas. 

Fle'abane. n.f. [flea and bane.] A plant. 

It hath undivided leaves, which, for the moft part, are glu¬ 
tinous, and have a ftrong feent: the cup of the flower is for 
the moft part fcaly, and of a cylindrical form : the flower is 
compofed of many florets, which are fueceeded by feeds with 
a downy fubftance adhering to them. Miller. 

Fle a bite. \n.f. [flea and bite.] 

Fl Habiting. ) J u J 

1. Red marks caufed by fleas. 

The attendance of a cancer is commonly a breaking out all 
over the body, like a fleabiting. Wifemahs Surgery. 

2. A fmall hurt or pain like that caufed by the fting of a flea. 

A gout, a cholick, a cutting oft’ an arm or leg, or fearing 
the fleflh, are but fleabites to the pains of the. foul. Harvey. 

The fame expence that breaks one man’s back, is not a flea- 
biting to another. LdEflrange, Fable 229. 

Fle'abitten. adj. [flea and bite.] 

1. Stung by fleas. 

2. Mean; worthlefs. 

Fleabitten Synod, an affembly brew’d 

Of clerks and elders ana, like the rude 

Chaos of prefbyt’ry, where laymen guide. 

With the tame woolpack clergy by their fide. Cleaveland ; 

Fle'ak. v.a. [from fiucus, Latin. See Flake.] A fmall 
lock, thread, or twift. 

The bufmefles of men depend upon thefe little \ongfleaks 

^ or threads of hemp and flax. More’s Antidote againfl Atbeifm. 

Fleam, n. f. [corrupted from (pAfjSoTo^pi;, the inftrument ufed 
in phlebotomy.] An inftrument ufed to bleed cattle, which 
is placed on the vein, and then driven by a blow. 

Fle 7 awOrt. n. f. [flea and wort.] A plant. 

This plant agrees with plantain and buckfnorn-plantain in 
every refpeft, excepting that this rifes Up with leafy (talks, 
and divides into many branches ; whereas both the others pro¬ 
duce their flowers upon naked pedicles. Miller . 

1 0 i LECK. v . a. [fleck, German, a fpot, Skinner: perhaps it 
is derived from fieak, or fleke, an old word for a grate, hurdle, 
or any thing made of parts laid tranfverfe, from the Iflandick 
flake.] To fpot; to ftreak; to (tripe; to dapple; to varie- 


gate. 


Let it not fee the dawning fleck the (kies. 

Nor the grey morning from the ocean rife. Sandys. 

Fleck’d in her face, and with diforder’d hair. 

Her garments ruffled, and her bofom bare. Dryden’s Juven. 
Both fleck’d with white, the true Arcadian (train. Dryden. 
To Flecker. *. [from fleck.] To fpot; to mark with 
Itrokes or touches of different colours; to mark with red 
whelkes. 

The grey-ey’d morn fmiles on the frowning night, 
Check’ring the eaftern clouds with ftreaks of lio-ht; 

And darknefsyfor/wV, like a drunkard, reels 
rom forth day’s path, and Titan’s burning wheels. Shakefp. 
E LED. I he preterite and participle not properly of fly, to ufe 
the-wings, but of flee, to run away. J 

I he truth is fled far away, and leafing is hard at hand. 

T 2 Efldr. xiv. 18. 

In vain for life he to the altar fled; 

Ambition and revenge have certain fpeed. Prior 

J-ledge, adj [flederen, to fly, Dutch.] Full-feathered; able 
to fly ; qualified to leave the neft. 

We did find 

I he {hells of fledge fouls left behind. Herbert. 

. His locks behind, 

IJluftrious on his fhoulder s, fledge with wings, 

Tn Vr 7 WaV ' ng r ° Und - Mlton ' s Paradifle Lofl, b. iii 

wings mfun'T 'IT R ac, J eaive -J To furrfifh with 

Wl !f s > to > u PPly with feathers. 

felves WCre ,10t a$ y*fi ed Z ed enou § h to fhift for them- 

, flip JHy grow* of birds that a, 5 

‘ he r i be A‘W. and 

providence “ f " mS to ”» argument of 

The fandals of celeftiai mould? ^ real ‘ cn ‘ 

; . 

fanyw F ,itte„”>, Pr th [Th 'l W ° rl1 ' S n “” almoVinivei; 

Whh wiffldnA Jrt P T y t0fh F Ieo 3 an > is move 
founded f To r nn V 1 " a’ * ™ ^ The y are now con- 

4 izfTf ifr recou tr “to 

Were men fo dull they could not fee 
nat Lycc painted; {hould they flee 


F L E 

Like fimpie birds into a net. 

So grofly woven and ill (et? Waller , 

There are none of us fall into thofe circumftances of dan¬ 
ger, want, or pain, that we can have hopes of relief but 
from God alone; none in all the world to flee to, but him. 

Tillotfon , Sermon 1. 

FLEECE, n.f. [plyjr, yley, Saxon; vleefe, Dutch ] As much 
wool as is (horn from one (heep. 

. Giving account of the annual increafe 
Both of their lambs and of their woolly fleece. Hubb . Tale. 

So many days my ewes have been with young, 

So many months ere I (hall (heer the fleece. Shak. Hen. VI. 

I am (hepherd to another man. 

And do not (beer the fleeces that I graze. Shak. As you like it. 
Her funny locks 

Hang on her temples like a golden fleece . Shakefpcare. 

Sailors have ufed every night to hang fleeces of wool on the 
fides of their (hips, towards the water ; and they have cru(hed 
frefli water out of them in the morning. Bacon’s Nat. Hiflory. 

The (heep will prove much to the advantage of the woollen 
manufacture, by the finenefs of the fleeces. Gulliver’s Travels • 
Fo h lee c e. v.a. [from the noun.] 

1. To clip the fleece off’ a (heep. 

2 . I o ftrip; to pull; to plunder, as a (heep is robbed of his 
wool. 

Courts of juftice have a fmall penfion, fo that they are 
tempted 10 take bribes, and to fleece the people. Addflon. 
Ple eced. adj. [from fleece ] Having fleeces of wool. 

As when two rams, ftirr’d with ambitious pride, 

Fight for the rule of the rich fleeced flock, 

I heir horned fronts fo fierce on either fide 
Do meet, that with the terror of the (hock 
^Aftomed both (land fenfelefs as a block. Fairy Qiteen, b. i. 
Fle ecy. adj . [fro m fleece.] Woolly; covered with wool* 

Not all the fleecy wealth 

That doth ennch thefe downs, is Worth a thought 
To that my errand. Milton. 

From eaftern point 
Of Libra, to the fleecy ftar, that bears 
Andromeda far off Atlantic feas. Milton’s Paradifle Lojl . 

Let her glad valleys fmile with wavy corn ; 

Let fleecy flocks her rifing hills adorn. Prior. 

I he good (hepherd tends his fleecy care, 

^eeks freflieft pafture, and the pureft air; 

-p P{?„ es the ,oft ’ the wand’ring {hefep direfts. Pope’s Meflf. 
^ b ojr v ' n ;. [fkapbian, to trifle, Saxon; flleardan, Scot¬ 
ch. Skinner thinks it formed from leer.] 

1. 1 o mock ; to gibe; to jefl with infolence and contempt. 

ou fpeak to Cafca, and to fuch a man 
1 hat is no fleering tell-tale. Shakefpcare’s Julius Caflar. 

Dares the flave 

Come hither, cover’d with an antick face, 

I o fleer and fcorn at our folemnity ! Shak. Rom. and Juliet. 
iJo 1, like the female tribe. 

Think it well to fleer and gibe ? Swift. 

2. To leer; to grin with an air of civility. J 

eve v °l P n 0 f r 2nd C ,° urteous 5 how they grin and fleer upon 

Fifer n !' rR "T • u Burton on Melancholy. 

1 leer. n.J. [from the verb.] J 

1. Mockery exprefied either in words or looks. 

Encave yourfelf, 

Thl^ ark n the ^f- S the § ibes > a nd notable fcorns, 

- A deceitfuTgrin S 2$ 0M <°- 

nerallv fn^fuchf ? f Ut I ° bferve ^ Perfons exadly, he {hall ge- 

warn bin,, befo.e ,h„ give S« y ° 

r p fr0m/ “ -J A mocker; a ftwtf ’ 
which lignifies Xy" of go!ph. <lenl ' <1 f ' 0n ’ G^5Tr Fl T’ 

” , EET oT,Tr- 1 A company of ilitp, , a ICC' 

As far^ !, 3re h f ard 5 our m after’s fleet {hall go ' 

Fleet n?TR* T bear ’ ° r waters Prior. 

creek • an Saxon ’ an efluary, or arm of the fea.] A 

the Fleet nrifin ZT^'a A P rovincial word, from which 
me r leet-pnfon and Fleet-ftreet are named. 

that have land 3 fionH F S °°f <Va) ' EII '' X of drai " i "S »f lands 

make a’kin^offTfmalfcreek r, " ,mDg Whi ' h 

TN Ul r° i \ tbat fll ? re be r P ied Atin ftand ; 

In ^ fat’d 

I take him for the better dog: 

T~TjT art a fool: if Echo were as fleet. 

He had in'£hb h te0M o?.| a T'v t" th / Shaker,. 


Fairy Queen. 










































































































































